s Famous Stag Dinners ...

sgtte

ﬁor‘i er 1t it would be convenient for
yoit.to comeé to an informal stag dinner , . . I
suggest that we meet at the White House
aboit half past seven, have a rcasonably
carly dinner and devote the evening to a
gengtal chat. While I am hopeful that you
ttend, I realize that you alrcady may
& engagements which would interfere. If
assure you of my complete understand-
shall probably wear a dinner coat but a

_way the President issues an
pn _to a new institution on the na-

me § of last year, more than

fters jave summoned to the
House the most heterogeneous—
ng the most influentinl—assortment of
Hel"Wwho eber came to dinner anywhere.
This week the dinners were resumed
e« two-month lapse.

g ew. Jackson had his Kitchen Cal-
heodore Reoosevelt his Tennis
et, and Herbert Hoover his
ine-ball Cabinét. T.D.R. had his
Tryst, and Harty Truman his Mis-

groups were made up of Presi-
[ites, often operating as a
[. But Mr. Eisenhower has
inet. Instead, he has created
ym where an ever-revolving
a

R

" .L,g ders, often with drastically
dyervent op

opinions, préoccupations, and
rounds, converge from all sections
- country to talk and listen.
d for Men: From start to fin-
isfEgch digper is a personal Presidential
e s%ts much of the guest list.
uest _gets a personal invitation
four weeks ahead. Each is per-
greeted by the host and intro-
to others upon arrival. The menu
|1's Wt on Mr. Eisenhowers idea that
mei” fike a male meal. Its chief ingre-
dierit: Texas chuckers* with wild rice.
Qn the dinner table arc color photos
of a Ehucker in its natural glory (“This is
théfﬁf& youll be eating,” says the Presi-

dent.) Next to each hand-lettered,
gold-bordered place card with the Presi-
dential seal lies a small, brown pen knife
which, at many of the dinners, bears the
initials “D.D.E.” and the current month
and year. Attached to another card is
a shify new penny.

Before eaqh_party sits down to dinncr,
|the President reminds his guests (num-
b@\l")iﬁ‘g’;frqm‘thirteen to 22) of the super-
|stition ﬂmt a cutting-edge gift must never

“This game bird is a broad-breasted, Texas-raised
version of the Himalayan pheasant. Other standard

EERIENS>10 10 I (0]

) i ddoidwy
be accepted without token paymepty)
“You've got to give me the penny
back,” says the President. s
Amid chuckling, the penniesypre
passed across the table, which m
tangular, with the President sitting, at,
center of one side, as in Cabinet mpgl-
ings, to permit a free flow of talkyp 3,
One night, Laurance, David;, ppd
Winthrop Rockefeller were amongy;the
guests and one of them protestegqthe
return of the penny..The Rockefgllggs,
he announced, never give money.hgak
Smilingly, all threé_pocketed their. pegy
nies as souvenirs, ;'O,‘tigg'g;confess baping
done the same thing gufetly. 201
Informality is theykeghate of theigag
ties. Tax commissingr,”T. Colepagn
Andrews, invited an.March 16, kidded
the President about-nat having seenshis
income-tax return, which is the only lane
to cross the commigtioner’s desk. Tike
any taxpayer, the {Bresident protébted
that he had sent off his check longihga.
Nothing is made public about these
gatherings except the guest lists, yatsthie
dinners are of incdl¢ulable signifidimép
because the Presidént uses them tmbog
»Rolax from the tefisions of his job’and
speak frecly. & N
»Inform himself of the:country’s thinking
as mirrored by tqp opiion-makers and
old friends. :
»Test out- his idaseiton men who are
discreet but framkeysf
““The guests, whafpaguently don’t know
et other but ubullly go on a first-name
bmﬂsI within mir#s, rathount to a Who's

EE

O e
s~ BFigk to an English proverb:
5008

*This . belief trac
kpife for it will cut love.”

‘Do not make a pr

ternational
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From one sidb o
MR

Who 1n I}Jme Top officials of the
lq}gest c I 01&& and labor unions;
musical’ he"tdl g ke Trving Berlin and
Fred Waring; un1ve1s1ty presidents; Hol-
lywood lights like Darryl Zanuck and
George Murphy; publishers of lead-
ing newspa “Hmd. magazines;
gious spokesmen Tikef Francis Cardinal’
g Abba Hillel Silver,
BRacliner: "like  football
hl and Lou Little.
cgyvgsﬂmnal ingredi-
hdken before use.
able: John L. Lewis
ith ' Sid ‘Richardson,
onaire; J.P. Morgan’s
ned ‘with the United
1 McDonald;_golf pro
'1tedfw1th Central In-
' . Allen Dulles;
attended

&0
SteeIwm kel &

Ecll?usll,e}ﬁ\
gencé“ Af
it ed

sergeant at
boneless-turk

'eetmgs are: Morehead
nerican Machine

p1e91dent Clown Zellerbach™” Cor
George W. Merck, board . chairmai
Merck & Co.; Ralph S. Damon, plemdpnt

Leithead,; president, Cluett, Peab
Co., Inc.; J. Sayles Ledch, board'
man, the "Texas Co.; and Ralph ’I{ T{
president, American Express Co. o
There have been 32 stag dinn 'S, }
only a handful of intimates:”like~ C‘en.
Lucius D. Clay and Walter:Bedell Smith

ftthls state dmmg table (here set

reli-»

Zellerach .

Trans World Airlines, Inc.; Barry K
- ,w‘.&7

1nv1ted thce Ol m(n :
Famous ‘or 6 50
drawn into the p
common denorinnatr .
They krow and like ]
ngaily all call him "
tfley re not “yes men,
"M Eisenhower d
the . relaxed a’

guests are
just two

IMTarris & Fwing

) the President can talk with all his guests

cussed guided missiles; John W, Davis,
the great Constitutional lawyer and
Pemocratic candidate for President in
1924, offered his comments on the
Bricker amendment; Harvard’s Nathan
Pusey exrounded on cducation.
Candor: The President has occasion-
ally been guite frank in venting his frus-
tration with the ways of politics. Musing
about the Lincoln portrait in th
dining room, he observed that
b(,en 1eadmg up on mcoln and

other mementoes
study. Sometimes™
th1 ough hlstouc WI]

about the North Atlantic Tre
atlons role as a Weste1

‘oW a phxasg mj;g_ﬂ._dxscusslou
'Iihe mor,

er he ikes  it.
5 f'amm}s'guest has opened up
with hi¥"own high-powered conversa-
tional artillery. Chrysler’s K.T. Keller dis-

heated the -

1em(ukablc sto ehouse of inforrm
askcd AlhedVdndelbﬂt wh ot

eign-tmde roble
~Lthonght I knew

among b

On Time: The parties
7:30 and the guests are always prompt
As they enter the White House through
the center door, their names are checked
against the guest list and they are shown
a chart with the seating arrangements so
no one need hunt for his place. Despite
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e wording oI Bamn O r
buest has ever shown up in a business
uit. (Once, the President had to de-
Jiver a television talk in the evening, and
Iso wore a business suit to dinner.)

Mr. Eisenhower welcomes guests up-
tairs in his study. There may or may not
¢ cocktails before dinner, but the meal
£ at 8 o'clock and lasts about an hour and
b half. Coffee, cordials, cigars, and high-
palls are served later in the study.

Washington parties traditionally break
ip early and the stags close down be-
ween 11 and midnight.

Few Inferruptions: At his best in
uch casual (and almost never inter-
upted) get-togethers, Mr. Eisenhower
arely moves to break them up. Usually a
buest signals the end by saying, “We
houldn’t keep the President up” or
You've been kind to us, Mr. President,
[ know you want to get to bed.” Some-
imes the host is reluctant. Says once
aller: “We all knew that Churchill was
lue the next day and we tried to get
hway reasonably carly, but he even had
1s sit down when we got up to leave.”

Only once did the President slap his
high and say: “Golly, I guess tomorrow’s
L workday for you as well as me, so we'd
hetter break this up.” But sometimes he
buggests “one for the road.”

Like any host after a pleasant evening,
he President walks his company to the
loor and shakes hands all around.

Almost invariably, the guests depart
blowing. One guest later summed 1l up:
‘It’s one of the most delightful and con
fructive  evenings a man can have.
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